
Financial Stability for Florida’s Future 
Florida’s United Ways urge the 2015 Florida Legislature to Expand Access to  

Free Tax Preparation and Financial Prosperity Programs 

 

WHO IS A.L.I.C.E.? 

 ALICE is an acronym that stands for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, comprising 30% (2.1 million) of 

Florida households with income above the Federal Poverty Level, but below the basic cost of living.  

 Unfortunately, the cost of living in Florida is higher than the amount earned by ALICE households, subjecting them 

to constant financial stress, jeopardizing their jobs or homes from even a single financial emergency.  

 Even something as common as a car repair bill can put ALICE families at risk for falling into poverty, resulting in 

higher costs to taxpayers for health care and other social supports.  

 ALICE households pay taxes and provide services that are the backbone of our economy. Helping them attain and 

maintain self-sufficiency is good for Florida.  

WHAT ARE THE BEST PATHWAYS TO PROSPERITY FOR A.L.I.C.E.? 

 Once a year, ALICE families have an opportunity with their tax refund that can help them on their road to financial 

stability and prosperity.  

 Thousands of IRS-trained volunteers, working at over 733 tax preparation sites coordinated by AARP, Military, VITA 

and United Way, mobilize annually to help Florida families both meet their tax obligations and get the best refund 

for which they are eligible.  

 Over a dozen communities throughout Florida have coalitions that offer free, reliable tax preparation assistance to 

low-income individuals, families, the elderly and disabled. 

 In 2013, coalitions filed over 195K returns, helping Floridians re-coup over $221M. The savings to low-income 

taxpayers in tax preparation fees alone is estimated at $17.6M. Additionally, Floridians claimed $4.87B in Earned 

Income Tax Credit (EITC) in 2012. 

More than $1.1B earned by Florida workers are not claimed each year and are “left on the 

table” in Washington 
 This money could provide a much-needed increase to thousands of family budgets throughout Florida, creating 

opportunity for asset growth, financial stability, and economic stimulation. 

WHY IS FINANCIAL EDUCATION IMPORTANT? 
 Tax refunds create an opportunity for ALICE families. Financial education programs can help them make good 

decisions about their refunds and help save money year-round.  

 Surveys conducted at existing programs in Florida show that six months after participating in financial education 
classes, 30% of participants decreased their debt and 56% established a written budget.  

 
HOW CAN FLORIDA HELP ALICE FAMILIES BECOME FINANCIALLY STABLE AND ENERGIZE THE FLORIDA ECONOMY? 
An investment of $1.2M in state funds to expand the capacity of free tax preparation and financial literacy services  

would help up to 41K ALICE families: 

would help up to 41,000 ALICE families: 

 Save up to $3.7M in tax preparation fees; 

 Claim up to $18,754,045 in Earned Income Tax Credits; and 

 Claim up to $62,303,592 in total refunds. 
And would generate: 

 At least $1.8 million in increased state sales taxes; and 

 At least $300,000 in new county sales taxes. 
 

 

For additional information, please contact  
The United Way of Florida at:  (850) 488-8276. 


