
        
 
Florida’s United Ways urge the 2018 Florida Legislature to improve early learning 
accountability and increase support for high quality early learning opportunities, 
so all children are ready for kindergarten and prepared for school and life. 

 

BACKGROUND:  

 Language development is a strong predictor of children’s later success. By 18 months of age, toddlers 
from low-income families are already several months behind more advantaged children in language 
proficiency. By age three, children from higher-income families have heard 30 million more words than 
children from low-income families. Quality early learning programs reduce this “language gap” to 
support kindergarten readiness and later school success.  

 Practice and research show that appropriate child assessments and a clear definition of program 
quality, combined with adequate funding and local flexibility, best serve the needs of children at 
greatest risk of school failure. 

 Early detection and treatment of childhood developmental and behavioral challenges are also essential 
to successful outcomes for children.  

POLITICAL LANDSCAPE:  

 Chronic underfunding and low payment rates have undermined efforts to improve program quality. 

 Last year, the legislature authorized an early learning workgroup, the Committee for Early Grade 
Success, to develop recommendations for coordinated early childhood assessments to improve 
accountability across early learning programs.  
 

UNITED WAY’S REQUEST:   
 

PROVIDE SUFFICIENT FUNDING to: 

 Support a recurring investment in the School Readiness program to support quality improvements  

 Increase the number of TEACH scholarships to support teacher credentialing 

 Complete a base-line assessment for every School Readiness provider 

 Evaluate Gold Seal accrediting entities 

 Maintain funding for Help Me Grow, to assist parents in finding needed supports 
 

SUPPORT POLICY CHANGES to:  

 Establish a definition of quality:  
o Structural quality (accreditation): Require Gold Seal providers to be accredited through an agency 

that has demonstrable impact on child outcomes. 
o Process quality (CLASS assessment): Define process quality in law using an assessment tool that 

measures the interaction between teachers and children, and include method for identifying low 
quality providers. 

 Address accountability: Incorporate both structural and process quality standards in School Readiness 
provider contracts, with provisions to remove “low performing” providers. 

 Ensure local flexibility:  Allow Early Learning Coalitions to implement strategies that best meet their 
communities’ needs and serve children at greatest risk of school failure. 

 


