
           HEALTH      

 
Florida’s United Ways urge the 2018 Florida Legislature to ensure that changes to 
Florida’s healthcare laws improve on existing healthcare coverage for Florida’s   
families, to expand access to dental care for children, and to maximize funding for 
home and community-based services for Florida seniors.  

 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

 Access to healthcare is a critical need for working families and fundamental for children’s 

academic success. 

 Florida has one of the highest uninsured rates in the nation; 2.5 million Floridians have no 

health care coverage.  

 Although the rate of those uninsured has dropped to the lowest rate in history, still 13% of 

Floridians live without health insurance.   

 Florida ranks at the bottom of states in the percentage of low-income children receiving 

preventive dental care. 

 Dental disease is the most common childhood disease, affecting five times as many children 

as asthma. 

 Children with poor oral health are three times more likely to miss school and four times more 

likely to perform poorly when compared to their healthy counterparts.  

 While home and community-based care benefits seniors and costs far less than nursing home 

care, too many Florida seniors remain on wait lists for these important services.  

 The average monthly cost to care for a senior in the CCE Program is $605 compared to $2,277 

per month (state share of cost) for nursing home care.  

 Over 59,000 seniors statewide are on waitlists for home care support services, including 

Alzheimer’s Respite Care. 

UNITED WAY’S REQUEST: 
 

Florida’s United Ways urge the 2018 Florida Legislature to: 

 ENSURE that changes to our healthcare laws improve on existing healthcare coverage for 

Florida’s families.  

 SUPPORT legislation to expand access to dental care for children.  

 MAXIMIZE funding for home and community-based services to provide support for older 

adults and reduce the cost burden for Florida families and taxpayers. 
 
 


