United Ways of Florida
Policy Briefing

February 5,2026

O



HELP Act Update and 211 Virtual Fly-In

« HELP Act
» Status and co-sponsors

e 211 Virtual Fly-In (meetings) the week of February 9-13
* Register today
* Office Hour on February 5
* United Way staff and our consultants are here to help with scheduling and
participating in your meetings.
* Showcase the great work 211s do to serve constituents, promote the HELP

Act, strengthen relationship with Congressional offices/staff.

) UNITED
<« WAY



() Federal Update

o



FY26 Appropriations Status

FY27 process will ramp up almost as\
soon as FY26 process is completed (if
not earlier for some of the bills that
are already enacted into law)

)

FY26 bills included earmarks. Expect
earmarks to also be eligible in FY27
process.

\
FY26 Full-year bills include important

Congressional oversight and
limitations on Administration fiscal
maneuvering

)
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Appropriations Priorities - Gorporation for National
Gommunity Service

Included in the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill

AmeriCorps State and | VISTA (Volunteers in

National Grants: $557 | Service to America):
million (same as $103 (same as
enacted level) enacted level)
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Appropriations Priorities - Elementary and Secondary
Education

Included in the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill

Statewide
Family Promise
Engagement Neighborhoods:
Centers: S20 S91 million
million (same EEIMEER

as enacted enacted level)
level)

21st Century

Community
Title I: $18.426 Learning
billion Centers: $1.329
billion (same as
enacted level)
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Appropriations Priorities - Higher Education

Included in the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill

Pell Grants: $22.475 billion

e Sets the maximum grant at $6,335 for the discretionary funding for Pell Grants;
combined with the mandatory funding, the total maximum award is $7,395

e Same as enacted level

e Rejects the President's Budget Request proposal to reduce the maximum Pell Grant to
S5,710
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Appropriations Priorities - Children and Families

Included in the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill

LIHEAP: $4.045

Child Care : billion; rejects the
Development Block Ei?l?gnszggg iﬁﬁé? President's Budget
Grant: $8.831 billion Request proposal to
(S85 million increase eliminate LIHEAP

from enacted) (520 million increase
from enacted)
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Preschool
Development Grants:
$315 million (same
as enacted level)

increase from
enacted)




Appropriations Priorities - SAMHSA

Included in the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill

S2.823 billion for Mental

Health Services (S15 million
increase from enacted)

) UNITED
< WAY ;



Appropriations Priorities - Labor

Included in the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill

WIOA

BHIO Al Dislocated Apprenticeship

Program: S875
million (S10
million
decrease from
enacted level)

YouthBuild:
S105 million
CEINEEDR
enacted level)

Worker Program: $285
Program: million (same
$1.396 billion | as enacted
EIMEER level)

enacted level)
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Appropriations Priorities - HUD

Included in the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Bill

Tenant-Based Rental
Community Development Assistance: $38.438 (Same
Block Grants: $6.995 billion as enacted level)

for the Communlty ¢ \/oucher renewals: 534.957 billion b||||on’ includes |anguage to

!Develgpment Fu.n'd, * Tenant protection vouchers: 5600 | gllow for 1-year transition
including $3.3 billion for the million
grants (same as enacted

CDBG (large increase over » Administrative fees: $2.835 billion level)
enacted because no e Tribal HUD-VASH: $15 million

earmarks in FY25) e Family Unification Program: $30
million
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Appropriations Priorities - VITA

Included in the Financial Services and General Government Appropriations Bill

Community Volunteer Income Tax

Assistance Matching Grants Program:
not less than $46 million
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Appropriations Priorities - WIG and Nutrition

Included in the Agriculture-FDA Appropriations Bill — signed into law in November

WIC: S$8.2 billion -- S603

million more than FY25 "
enacted and $894 million SNAP: $107.481 billion

more than the President's (mandatory funding)
Budget Request
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Appropriations Priorities - EFSP and FEMA

Included in the Homeland Security Appropriations Bill — not yet law

EFSP: $123.5 million; $6.5 million
more than enacted

e Rejects the President's Budget Request
proposal to eliminate the program
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The State
Policy Team’s
Core U.S.
Network
Engagement
Functions
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State Policy &

Advocacy
/ Resource Hub \
Public Policy Virtual
Newsletter Webinars and
State Section Trainings
Advocacy 1-1 Polic
- y and
Technical
\ Assistance

In-person

Communities
of Practice

Trainings and
Hill Days

=
States
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UWO State Policy and Advocacy Resource Hub

Network Resources

Healthy Community A
® 211-988 Community Mental Health Funding Legislative Background - Indiana United Ways

® School Based Mental Health Legislative Fact Sheet - United Way of Greater Milwaukee Waukesha County
® Youth Mental Health Funding Talking Points - United Way of Greater Milwaukee Waukesha County

[ ]

SNAP and ALICE Data Testimony Michigan Housing_ and Human Services Committee - Michigan

Association of United Ways

Youth Opportunity N

® Sharing the Impact: Community Schools Strategy_in Idaho - United Way of Treasure Valley

Financial Security N

® Child Tax Credit (HB 7272) Legislative Letter of Support - United Way of Connecticut
California Child Tax Credit (AB 397) Legislative Fact Sheet - United Ways of California
Working Pennsylvanians Tax Credit (HB 820) Fact Sheet - United Ways of Pennsylvania

Housing Talking Points - Indiana United Ways
Workforce Housing Assistance Program (HB 1519) Legislative Background - Indiana United Ways
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Policy Agendas

Legislative Priorities for California Capitol Day 2025 - United Ways of California
Public Policy Platform 2025 - Indiana United Ways

Legislative Priorities and ALICE In lowa Data - United Ways of lowa

ALICE Policy Agenda with District Data - Lubbock Area United Way

ALICE Profile and Legislative Agenda - United Way of Broward County

2025 Policy and Advocacy Toolkit - United Way of Metropolitan Dallas

Advocacy Communications

Advocacy 101 Slide Deck - United Way Southeast Michigan

211 Funding Digital Toolkit - United Way of Pennsylvania

Communicating with Elected Officials Guide - Indiana United Ways
Communicating United Way’s Role in Current Climate Guide - Council of States

State Child Tax Credit Communication Materials Presentation - United Way of Connecticut

Best Practices for Engaging Government Officials - Brown County United Way

Strategy & Operations

® Public Policy Criteria Flow Chart - United Way of Anchorage
® Public Policy Committee Charter - United Way of Anchorage

® Public Policy Committee Process - United Way of Anchorage




Communities of Practice

State Policy and Advocacy Rural and Small Advocacy
Professionals Group Capacity-Building Group

Any United Way interested in growing their
state policy and advocacy efforts within

Any United Way or state association

engaged in state policy and advocacy rural areas and have a small staff size.

Trainings to address advocacy challenges
unique to areas with small populations and
limited government resources.

challenges, and learn about new policy
opportunities

Meetings on the second Monday monthly Meetings on the fourth Monday bi-monthl
at 2:00pm EST

at 230pm EST

@® Report advocacy progress, troubleshoot
al
alam's

v UNITED Visit the State Policy & Advocacy
<«z, WAY Resource Hub to sign-up!
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Discussion
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2026 Advocacy Forum and Hill Day

* April 27-29 at Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, VA

* Three days of strategy, training, best practice sharing, and direct advocacy on
Capitol Hill.

* Professional development, networking, and learning opportunities for United
Way staff, 211 leaders, board members, and volunteers to strengthen policy
advocacy, learn from peers, and expand their networks.

* Travel stipends are available, recommended that you apply before February 20.
* Register today.
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state Policy & Advocacy Wins & Lesson Learned Survey

United Way is driving impact through policy and advocacy, and we want to
celebrate and learn from your successes! Please take a few minutes to
complete our State Policy & Advocacy Wins & Lessons Learned Survey. Your

input will help UWW:

* Highlight advocacy wins across the network.

* (ollect best practices and lessons learned for network-wide learning.
* Plan compelling content for the Advocacy Forum in April 2026.

» Tell powerful stories to decision makers, funders, media, and partners to
support your important work.
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd5b7nm04.na1.hubspotlinks.com%2FCtc%2FZX%2B113%2Fd5b7Nm04%2FVW7zZS8ncgSkW4m-Nkk4tY6JQW2bnPc75GgLw4N5l4bhx5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3nLVm-Ft42bVRcfW3-S2YN4LfMb4W52_rph4m4-YrW1Y79TK24V2GNW7NnTFy62fmfBW3NYCG36HS8vpW541SmH3HSh3fW3nkYMt3bWPR5W5d83bf36j_BfW7-B6SW6YLNzlW4K7HjR7B0bq1W5lN43b3MdjKbW2l7PGv1ZjVz3W1LQZ3c1jBYvMW5KdM0m3Qk8jsVCzyW54v_tKMW6ynDvK4gRDDmW2rSFMn3hxknCW2zKdYT2MkWrQW2KSKpQ3XmFBrW3nPltH6VCmbQW6J0RfG5pBqNBW1JbNMX3dCfryW5sTG1Z5nMpFfW90wlBR1J8V7hW6-8-2m1WDNyzW39-wPj5NLZzYVblDKl14dW1XW4LSYkQ9fFsyBW51kNr91VYNHsVkS-Zc7RF890W1MmFwD2p8ScfdrLDK004&data=05%7C02%7Canna.hasselblad%40uww.unitedway.org%7C838f7bbe998d4e25ea3a08de2baa9bdd%7C0895c458bd3d43e4b03a9b22b7c0ee95%7C0%7C0%7C638996208950678968%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J%2Boxbpbcm%2B6o4OyevscT9svSZlZkB9B5wOa6rpI3w2c%3D&reserved=0

UWW Resources

United Way Online (UWO) Pages
* Public Policy

 Navigating U.S. Federal Policy Change

* State Policy & Advocacy Resource Hub

e Federal to State Policy Resource Hub

Public Policy Newsletter (PPN) - Subscribe here
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https://online.unitedway.org/public-policy
https://online.unitedway.org/public-policy
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.unitedway.org%2Fnode%2F727986%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz--To7ViR9WFVrCbtQnmRzE8nQNbL6odSm5xdDpf4C5jNFAboYSOWhTlHt3Dv6_kJgNocSHTaqVfqQ78d5zyuDc8ysiaYsNXrp25nV0UmdvYcxzOuFU%26_hsmi%3D344606143%26utm_content%3D344606143%26utm_source%3Dhs_email&data=05%7C02%7CBarbara.Saverino%40uww.unitedway.org%7C59badadc937645d3042808dd84359419%7C0895c458bd3d43e4b03a9b22b7c0ee95%7C0%7C0%7C638812087882147545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IiYv2rfEcO4nsQulYHsSpQTo5EXOiiiGrNNA6iOH1K8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.unitedway.org%2Fnode%2F727986%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz--To7ViR9WFVrCbtQnmRzE8nQNbL6odSm5xdDpf4C5jNFAboYSOWhTlHt3Dv6_kJgNocSHTaqVfqQ78d5zyuDc8ysiaYsNXrp25nV0UmdvYcxzOuFU%26_hsmi%3D344606143%26utm_content%3D344606143%26utm_source%3Dhs_email&data=05%7C02%7CBarbara.Saverino%40uww.unitedway.org%7C59badadc937645d3042808dd84359419%7C0895c458bd3d43e4b03a9b22b7c0ee95%7C0%7C0%7C638812087882147545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IiYv2rfEcO4nsQulYHsSpQTo5EXOiiiGrNNA6iOH1K8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd5b7nm04.na1.hubspotlinks.com%2FCtc%2FZX%2B113%2Fd5b7Nm04%2FMWVy0SvfTS0W1R5Z8183hvSDW3cF4jk5yRdkkN76MZ_n3qn9qW8wLKSR6lZ3m4W6btDHG8ZG1_DVGSBn583jl04W2XS9zY4lNVWDW4vZ6GF1G4R6TW686vMJ8vYy3sW7mP7zK7XH6DjW54gRcM6QXjsDW6L6-8x3pfhYDW11TSSV8FmXhRW2CrJvV3BGtpTW7yKNbm2BZ5C5W2HNq383fNf_6N5RThzTGX0lFW35106z3bWBD8W92tY8W53KrGCW7-0gmZ6GVnNcW3Xv_b81p37VwW8q5lSM6kLSnMW4rPl8c50YzwRN86qRdrNlSltW1v9CRT4Pfp5dW6PNL0c2hv1H3W78W-1z1YhRTZW2ZfQYh6Yx99sN30cNQGTpVMpN89FTQxlr2xZW7C2n9m8Y6WzjN82KlqZvh95hf7xVGSg04&data=05%7C02%7Cbarbara.saverino%40uww.unitedway.org%7C263a1e6f06124d0542b208ddbfb1ba00%7C0895c458bd3d43e4b03a9b22b7c0ee95%7C0%7C0%7C638877492329887406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYCtsOeFRdxVioLjz4y0iyb6GPyanqIWBeLfD08hays%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd5b7nm04.na1.hubspotlinks.com%2FCtc%2FZX%2B113%2Fd5b7Nm04%2FMWVy0SvfTS0W1R5Z8183hvSDW3cF4jk5yRdkkN76MZ_n3qn9qW8wLKSR6lZ3m4W6btDHG8ZG1_DVGSBn583jl04W2XS9zY4lNVWDW4vZ6GF1G4R6TW686vMJ8vYy3sW7mP7zK7XH6DjW54gRcM6QXjsDW6L6-8x3pfhYDW11TSSV8FmXhRW2CrJvV3BGtpTW7yKNbm2BZ5C5W2HNq383fNf_6N5RThzTGX0lFW35106z3bWBD8W92tY8W53KrGCW7-0gmZ6GVnNcW3Xv_b81p37VwW8q5lSM6kLSnMW4rPl8c50YzwRN86qRdrNlSltW1v9CRT4Pfp5dW6PNL0c2hv1H3W78W-1z1YhRTZW2ZfQYh6Yx99sN30cNQGTpVMpN89FTQxlr2xZW7C2n9m8Y6WzjN82KlqZvh95hf7xVGSg04&data=05%7C02%7Cbarbara.saverino%40uww.unitedway.org%7C263a1e6f06124d0542b208ddbfb1ba00%7C0895c458bd3d43e4b03a9b22b7c0ee95%7C0%7C0%7C638877492329887406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYCtsOeFRdxVioLjz4y0iyb6GPyanqIWBeLfD08hays%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.unitedway.org%2Fnode%2F727986%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz--To7ViR9WFVrCbtQnmRzE8nQNbL6odSm5xdDpf4C5jNFAboYSOWhTlHt3Dv6_kJgNocSHTaqVfqQ78d5zyuDc8ysiaYsNXrp25nV0UmdvYcxzOuFU%26_hsmi%3D344606143%26utm_content%3D344606143%26utm_source%3Dhs_email&data=05%7C02%7CBarbara.Saverino%40uww.unitedway.org%7C59badadc937645d3042808dd84359419%7C0895c458bd3d43e4b03a9b22b7c0ee95%7C0%7C0%7C638812087882147545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IiYv2rfEcO4nsQulYHsSpQTo5EXOiiiGrNNA6iOH1K8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.unitedway.org%2Fnode%2F727986%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz--To7ViR9WFVrCbtQnmRzE8nQNbL6odSm5xdDpf4C5jNFAboYSOWhTlHt3Dv6_kJgNocSHTaqVfqQ78d5zyuDc8ysiaYsNXrp25nV0UmdvYcxzOuFU%26_hsmi%3D344606143%26utm_content%3D344606143%26utm_source%3Dhs_email&data=05%7C02%7CBarbara.Saverino%40uww.unitedway.org%7C59badadc937645d3042808dd84359419%7C0895c458bd3d43e4b03a9b22b7c0ee95%7C0%7C0%7C638812087882147545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IiYv2rfEcO4nsQulYHsSpQTo5EXOiiiGrNNA6iOH1K8%3D&reserved=0
https://share.hsforms.com/1LgU1HI5ITP6_bRK9TyHjtQq9hh1?utm_campaign=Public%20Policy%20Messaging&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_2c_oYrLv8uLzrCanrRNYvTJ6h8Oo73ZNQ-ybMahKrUfNF4afZ9kVQ__EyyhB2lkdHe2wsFumh_OVDRgszmzj2QRJlTh0fK9U8ldli9cFIkLSzOhU&_hsmi=338740793&utm_content=338740793&utm_source=hs_email
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